This special issue features young investigators by highlighting recent research activities of rising stars in analytical and bioanalytical science. We are grateful for the overwhelming feedback we have received and thank all contributors for generously providing excellent research articles, critical reviews, and trend articles from the forefront of their research. Below, we invite you to meet those who contributed to this exceptional paper collection.
Ana M. Ballesteros-Gómez is researcher at the IVM-VU U n i v e r s i t y A m s t e r d a m (The Netherlands). In 2014 she was awarded a top talent VENI grant from the Netherlands O rg a n i s a t i o n f o r S c i e n t i f i c Research (NWO). In June 2015 she received the best young investigator prize by the Analytical C h em i st r y S p a n is h So c i et y (SEQA). Her research is focused on the development of fast screening methods for additives in products, mainly based on ambient mass spectrometry, and with special interest in the identification of novel and unknown contaminants. Anna Laura Capriotti is Assistant Professor of Analytical C h e m i s t r y a t t h e S a p i e n z a University of Rome. She has been awarded seven prizes, such as Best Young Researcher 2015 by the Italian Chemical Society (SCI) in Analytical Chemistry, Ph.D. Thesis Award 2013 granted by Sapienza Università Editrice, Best Bachelor T h e s i s 2 0 1 0 i n A n a l y t i c a l Chemistry by SCI, and other awards for best oral presentation and poster presentation at national conferences. Her research activities are focused on the development and validation of novel analytical methodologies, based on mass spectrometry and separation techniques, for the characterization and determination of substances, both natural and anthropogenic, in environmental, food, plant, and biological matrices. Sebastian Kruss is an independent group leader ( e q u i v a l e n t t o A s s i s t a n t Professor) at the Institute of Physical Chemistry at Göttingen University in Germany. He received a DFG postdoctoral fellowship in 2012 and a Liebigfellowship from the FCI (Fonds der chemischen Industrie) in 2014. His group is working on nanomaterials, biosensors, and novel approaches to interrogate complex biological systems. Young Chemist. His current research interests include the development of new analytical methods for trace level of pollutants, envir o n m e n t a l a p p l i c a t i o n o f nanomaterials, and using stable isotopes to study the processes and trace the sources of pollutants.
Matthew Ryen Lockett is Assistant Professor of Chemistry at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill and a member of the UNC Lineberger Comprehensive Cancer Center. His group is interested in developing paper-based scaffolds for generating 3D tumor models, and using these models to understand the role of the microenvironment in modulating cellular phenotype and invasiveness; new technologies to express and purify membrane-bound cytochrome P450 enzymes for biophysical studies of membrane-protein interactions and applications in drug screening; new surface chemistries to study light-mediated reduction reactions at or near the surface of amorphous carbon thin films. Stefan Nagl is a group leader at the Institute of Analytical Chemistry, University of Leipzig, Germany. He was awarded fellowships of the German Research Foundation and others and his group is interested in optical chemical micro-and nanosensors, the development of novel optical detection methods, micro-nano-integration and automation of miniaturized (bio-) process, and analytical systems. His interests are at the intersection of analytical chemistry and energy materials. His group advances the design of nano-materials and nano-interrogation methods that lead to a wider understanding of electrode reactivity. An emerging investigator, he aspires to build a dynamic group that creates distinctive tools and concepts in the benefit of green and highperformance energy materials.
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Alfonso Salinas Castillo is a Postdoctoral Researcher at the Analytical Chemistry Department of the University of Granada (Spain). He won a 2007 prize for young investigators from the University of Miguel Hernandez. He is currently working as a researcher at the ECsens Group and his present research interest includes optical sensors and biosensors, luminescent nanoparticles, microfluidic paper-analytical detection, and colorimetric sensors.
Bin Su is Full Professor at the Department of Chemistry, Zhejiang University, China. He has more than 15 years of research experience in physical and analytical electrochemistry. His current research interests focus on electrochemiluminescence imaging analysis, molecular separation by nanochannel membranes, and nanofluidics.
